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Metric System

Prefixes convert the base units into units that
are appropriate for the item being measured.

Prefix Abbreviation  Meaning Example

Giga G 10° 1 gigameter (Gm) = 1 X 10°m
Mega M 100 1 megameter (Mm) = 1 X 10°m
Kilo k 10° 1 kilometer (km) X 10°m
Deci d 107" 1 decimeter (dm 1 m

Centi c 1072 1 centimeter (cm) = 0.01 m

Milli m 107 1 millimeter (mm) = 0.001 m
Micro e 1076 1 micrometer (um) = 1 X 10°m
Nano n 107 1 nanometer (nm) = 1 X 10 m
Pico P 10712 1 picometer (pm) = 1 X 1072 m
Femto f 107 1 femtometer (fm) = 1 X 105 m

“This i the Greek letter mu (pronounced “mew”).




